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Photo credit: All photographs in this catalogue are property of Marie Mrusczok, except: 

SN075 right side Jan van Twillert 

SN106 right side Dirk Boden 

SN107 left side Uwe Wendel 

SN109 left side Uwe Wendel 

SN126 left and right side Jan van Twillert 

 

Introduction and Catalogue Key 

The following catalogue presents photo-identification images of 192 North Atlantic Killer Whales 

sighted off the Snæfellsnes Peninsula from January 2014 to October 2015. The catalogue is divided 

into summer (June - October), winter (October - March), and spring (March - June) sightings, since 

observations thus far suggest that family groups visiting the area in the winter (p. 22-41) are different 

ones from the spring (42-50) and summer season (p. 3-21). Individuals believed to form a family group 

are listed together on one or more pages. Mother-calf-pairs are represented by consecutive 

alphanumeric codes, with the mother followed by the offspring (calves marked with a ͞J͟ or ͞B͟). 
Furthermore, the alphanumeric code shows in which order the individuals were discovered – the 

higher the number, the later the first record of the individual. 

Key: 

Left side of individual 

Right side of individual 

 

Special marks  

on other parts of the body 

 

Alphanumeric code  

(SN= Snæfellsnes  

+ Number of individual) 

Nickname 

Gender 

= Male           B = Baby (younger calf) 

= Female        J = Juvenile (older calf) 

This catalogue has been compiled and made publicly available to researchers, whale watchers, and 

whale-watch operators to enhance observations and facilitate identification of the Icelandic killer 

whale population. We hope that the catalogue will help us follow the seasonal movements of the 

Icelandic orca population as it can be used by the whale-watching public to identify killer whales during 

sightings all over Iceland. 

The catalogue is a second edition and work in progress, and, therefore, far from complete. Missing 

pictures will be added in upcoming seasons as sightings allow, and the catalogue will be expanded to 

include additional pictures of individuals not yet photographed. 

All pictures were taken under strict compliance with the IceWhale Code of Conduct for responsible 

whale watching (photographs are cropped and enlarged). The catalogue compiles both boat-based and 

land-based observations. As a non-invasive research project it advocates the acquisition of knowledge 

of the Icelandic orca population through a conservation approach. 
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“NϬϭϲ ͞Gaŵďleƌ͟  



 

SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

“NϬϬϭ ͞ButteƌflǇ͟   “NϬϬϮ ͞MooŶ͟ (J)  

 

 

  

“NϬϬϯ ͞“titĐhes͟    “NϬϬϰ ͞RaiŶďoǁ͟ (B)  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

  

  

 “NϬϬϱ ͞LightŶiŶg͟    “NϬϬϲ ͞EaƌthƋuake͟   

    

 “NϬϬϳ ͞AfteƌshoĐk͟ (B)   “NϬϬϴ ͞BooŵeƌaŶg͟   
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϬϵ ͞Claǁ͟    “NϬϭϬ ͞Fog͟   

    

 “NϬϭϭ ͞Tǁilight͟ (B)   “NϬϭϮ ͞Bulletpƌoof͟   
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

“NϬϭϯ ͞“haĐkles͟    “NϬϭϰ ͞HieƌoglǇph͟ (B)  

  

  

“NϬϭϱ ͞Thƌee “Đaƌs͟ (J)   “NϬϭϲ ͞Gaŵďleƌ͟   
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϭϳ ͞Rogue͟    SN018 ͞BaŶdit͟   

 

 

  

 “NϬϭϵ ͞PhaŶtoŵ͟    SN110 ͞“hadoǁ͟ (J)  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

   

 

 “NϬϮϬ ͞DiǀiŶe͟    “NϬϮϭ ͞CaptaiŶ Hook͟   

 

 

 

 

 “NϬϮϮ ͞CuƌƌeŶt͟    “NϬϮϯ ͞“ea “taƌ͟   
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

 

   

  “NϬϮϰ ͞OĐeaŶ Jeǁel͟    “NϬϮϱ ͞Geŵ͟ (J)  

 

   

  “NϬϮϲ ͞HoƌizoŶ͟      
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  “NϬϮϳ ͞AŶŵut͟   SN111 (B)  

    

  “NϬϮϴ ͞JoŶ “Ŷoǁ͟    “NϬϮϵ ͞“toƌŵuƌ͟   
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

  

  

 “NϬϯϬ ͞DauŶtless͟    “NϬϯϭ ͞Couƌage͟ (J)  

 

   

 “NϬϯϮ ͞GiaŶt͟    “NϬϯϲ ͞BlaĐkout͟  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN112    “Nϭϭϯ ͞Riptide͟  

    

  SN114     “Nϭϭϱ ͞Dƌopi͟   
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

  

 

 

  “Nϭϭϲ ͞AƋuaŵaƌiŶ͟   “NϬϯϯ ͞Willpoǁeƌ͟  

    

  “NϬϯϰ ͞DiffiĐutie͟ ;BͿ   “NϬϯϱ ͞ToƌĐh͟  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

  

 

 

 “NϬϯϳ ͞LadǇ de WiŶteƌ͟    “NϬϯϴ ͞CoŶstaŶĐe͟   

 

   

 “NϬϯϵ ͞D’AƌtagŶaŶ͟    “NϬϰϬ ͞Musketeeƌ͟  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

  

 

 

 “NϬϰϭ ͞Athos͟     “NϬϰϮ ͞QueeŶ AŶŶe͟   

    

 SN117    “Nϭϭϴ ͞DaŶsaƌi͟ ;BͿ  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN119 (J)   SN120    

    

  “NϭϮϭ ͞EŶ Gaƌde͟ ;JͿ   SN122 (J)  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN123    SN124   

    

  SN125     
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN130     “Nϭϯϭ ͞Kóƌall͟   

    

  SN132      SN133 (J)  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN134     “Nϭϯϱ ͞Keiko II͟    

    

  “Nϭϯϲ ͞Aŵsteƌdaŵ͟      
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  “NϭϰϬ ͞AuƌiŶia͟     SN141 (B)  

    

  “NϭϰϮ ͞NatsilaŶe͟    “Nϭϰϯ ͞WiŶdďells͟   SN144 ͞MidŶight͟  
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN145 (J)    SN146    

    

  SN147    SN148 ͞“ŵokes͟     
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϰϯ ͞Roulette͟    “NϬϰϰ ͞Boƌoŵiƌ͟   

   

 

 “NϬϰϱ ͞Faƌaŵiƌ͟    “NϬϰϲ ͞UŶiǀeƌse͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 SN047    “NϬϰϴ ͞Meteoƌ͟  

   

 

 SN049    SN050  
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

   

 

 “NϬϱϭ ͞BlaĐkjaĐk͟    “NϬϱϮ ͞OƌieŶt͟  
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Out of 192 individuals in this catalogue, 74 orcas were sighted during the summer months, 85 during the winter, 

and 33 during springtime (see chart). When comparing these three times of the year, a noticeably higher number 

of identified males could be found around Snæfellsnes during the winter months (37% of all individuals sighted 

during that time – compared to 26% in the summer and 18% in the springtime). In contrast, the highest number 

of identified subadults occurred during the summer months (24% of all individuals sighted during that time – 

compared to 12% both during winter and springtime). Further long-term observations will determine changes in 

these statistics that may occur after more individuals have been identified by gender and yet unknown individuals 

have been recorded. Please note: The number of individuals sighted during a certain time of year is not equatable 

to the amount of sightings during this same time period. 



 

WINTER SIGHTINGS 

 

   

 “NϬϱϯ ͞VoŶ͟    “NϬϱϰ ͞“Ŷoǁflake͟   

 

  

 

 “NϬϱϱ ͞WhiƌlǁiŶd͟    “NϬϱϲ ͞JiŶŶ͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN057     “NϬϱϴ ͞Katla͟ ;BͿ  

  

  

  “NϬϱϵ ͞AƌdeŶĐe͟ ;JͿ    “NϬϲϬ ͞ThuŶdeƌstoƌŵ͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϲϭ ͞AlǀiŶa͟    “NϬϲϮ ͞Aƌƌoǁ͟   

 

   

 “NϬϲϯ ͞HuŵpǇ͟     “NϬϲϰ ͞Philosopheƌ͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϲϱ ͞DefiaŶĐe͟    “NϬϲϲ ͞“upƌeŵe͟   

    

 “NϬϲϳ ͞Nótt͟    SN068  

 

© 2015 Marie Mrusczok 

28 



 

WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϲϵ ͞VeŶdetta͟    “NϬϳϬ ͞AttaĐk͟ ;BͿ  

    

 SN071   SN072   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

 

  

 

 “NϬϳϯ ͞Featheƌ͟    “NϬϳϰ ͞RaggedǇ͟   

 

 

  

 SN075    “NϬϳϲ ͞Bazooka͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϭϮϲ ͞KaliǇa͟    SN127 ͞HiĐĐup͟  

    

 “NϭϮϴ ͞RáŶ͟     “NϭϮϵ ͞MǇsteƌǇ͟   SN137 
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

   

 

 “NϬϳϳ ͞AƌŶaƌ͟   “NϬϳϴ ͞MoƌŶiŶg “taƌ͟   

    

 “NϬϳϵ ͞Blizzaƌd͟    “Nϭϯϴ ͞IĐe Floǁeƌ͟  
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

 

 

 

 

 “NϬϴϬ ͞“kadi͟    “NϬϴϭ ͞IduŶ͟   

    

 “NϬϴϮ ͞Thoƌ͟    “NϬϴϯ ͞OdiŶ͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϴϰ ͞“hasha͟    “NϬϴϱ ͞HeaǀǇǁeight͟   

    

 “Nϭϯϵ ͞EteƌŶitǇ͟    SN086  SN087 (J) 

 

© 2015 Marie Mrusczok 

34 



 

WINTER SIGHTINGS 

 

  

 

 “NϬϴϴ ͞AtƌeǇu͟    SN089   

    

 “NϬϵϬ ͞FloppǇ͟    “NϬϵϭ ͞KiŶkǇ͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϬϵϮ ͞DƌagoŶflǇ͟     SN093   

 

   

 SN094    SN095   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

 

 

  

 SN096     SN097 (B)  

  

  

 “NϬϵϴ ͞“Đoop͟     SN099  SN100 (J) 
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

  “NϭϬϭ ͞EiŶaƌ͟    SN102 ͞MiŶotauƌus͟  

    

 “NϭϬϯ ͞Old “hatteƌhaŶd͟     “NϭϬϰ ͞WiŶŶetou͟   
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 “NϭϬϱ ͞Auƌoƌa͟   “NϭϬϲ ͞Niniti͟ (B)  

    

 SN107   SN108 (J)   SN109  
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 SN149   SN150  

    

 SN151   SN152 (J)  “Nϭϱϯ ͞TƌiaŶgle͟  SN154 
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WINTER SIGHTINGS 

    

 SN155   SN156 ͞“tƌuŵpuƌ͟ (J)  SN157  

    

 SN158     SN159   
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

 

   

 “NϭϲϬ ͞“akkaƌa͟     “Nϭϲϭ ͞Nuďia͟ (J)   

    

 “NϭϲϮ ͞Ajaǆ͟     “Nϭϲϯ ͞Glut͟   
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

    

 “Nϭϲϰ ͞DelusioŶ͟    

    

 “Nϭϲϱ ͞FƌeĐkles͟     “Nϭϲϲ ͞Elli͟   
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

    

 “Nϭϲϳ ͞Kaktus͟     “Nϭϲϴ ͞FƌeǇja͟   

    

 “Nϭϲϵ ͞MagŶi͟     
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

    

 SN170     SN171  

    

 SN172     
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

    

 SN173    SN174 (J)  

    

 SN175    SN176  
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN177    SN178 (B)  

    

  SN179    SN180  

 

© 2015 Marie Mrusczok 

47 



 

SPRING SIGHTINGS 

    

 SN181   SN182  

    

 SN183   SN184 (J)  
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

    

  SN185    SN186   

    

  SN187    “Nϭϴϴ ͞Fouƌ͟   
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SPRING SIGHTINGS 

  

 

 

  SN189    SN190  

    

  SN191    SN192  
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